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Objectives of urban design and aspects of development form —
Obiettivi dell’'urban design e aspetti dell’assetto formale

OBJECTIVES OF URBAN DESIGN ASPECTS OF DEVELOPMENT FORM




Character — Carattere
Continuity and enclosure — Continuita e chiusura

Integrating new development into its landscape Responding to the existing layout of buildings,
settng reduces its Impact on nature and reinforces streets and spaces ensures that adjacent buildings

Buildings that relate to a commen building line — Primary access to buildings by means of internal
courtyards reduces street activity and the live
connection between building and street.

reinforce and define the street.

local distnctveness. relate to one another, streets are connected and

— The layout, massing and landscape design of

development can be integrated successfully into
the wider landscape through using structure
planting, shelter belts, green wedges, and

(along natural features, roads, rivers and canals)
green corridors,

Reflecting plant species that are common
locally will help planting in new development to
reinforce the distinct natural qualities of a place.

Integrating new and existing development at
their boundaries mairtains the continuity of
urban form and landscape.

SHYLINES ARE SENSITIVE TO BEiNG oescURED &y Hian (D)

BLILDINGS I FRONT OF EXISTING BLILDINGS OR MAVING THEIR

SLHOUETTE SPOILED BY HIGH BUILDNGS BEHIND THEM

spaces complernent one another.

— The exsting layout of an area reflects its history,
functions and connections with adjoining areas.
These can contribute to the interest and richness
of new development, and to its potential to
accommodate further change in future,

— Integrating existing buildings and structures into
new development can maintain the contiruity of
the built fabric as well as retaining buildings of
local distinctiveness, historic or townscape merit,

— Narrow plot widths promote more active
frontages, increase the sense of enclosure and
allow higher densities. They are particularly
appropriate where they reflect existing
settlement patterns.

Responding to local building forms and patterns of
development in the detailed layout and design of
development helps to reinforce a sense of place.

— Local building forms and details contribute to
the distinctive qualities of a place. These can
be successfully interpreted in new development
without necessarily restricting the scope of the
designer. Standard solutions are rarely acceptable,
as they are unlikely to create a distinctive
identity or make good use of a particular site.

- Local building forms sometimes include distinct
housing types, boundary treatments, building
lines, roof slopes, window types and gardens,

- Responding to such forms and practices should
only be at the appropriate scale. The common
practice of inflating traditional domestic forms
to larger scales is generally to be avoided.

— Development that follows the boundary of the

street block can help to create an unambiguous
distinction between public and private spaces.
Respecting the historic or traditional building
line helps to integrate new development into
the street scene, maintains the continuous
urban fabric and avoids places of concealment.

~ Continuous street frontages have a minimum
of blank walls and gaps between buildings.
Gaps between buildings reduce the degree
to which the street is overlooked, as do blank
walls (which also encourage graffiti). There are
places, however, such as some villages where
strong building lines are not a dominant feature
of the street scene.

~ Projections and setbacks from the building line,
such as bays and entrances add valuable emphasis
without undermining the principle of continuity,

= Where buildings step back from the common
building line, they can create usable, attractive
spaces for pedestrians.

- Small setbacks can be used to soften the
impact that buildings and the public realm have
on each other

The primary access to a building is best achieved
from the street.

—  Building entrances that are clearly identifiable
contribute to the ease of understanding a place.
Entrances are where people move between public
and private space and areate activity on the street,

— Direct access to the street from ground floor
premises (both housing and shops), rather than
by way of communal entrances, can reduce the
length of blark facades.

Access to private or communal back yards,
such as for parking, requires careful control
by means of gates or by overlooking,
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— Buildings on busy street comers that are
designed to accommodate shops, restaurants
and other similar activities can contribute to
local identity and activity.

Well-designed public space relates to the
buildings around it.

—  Public space should be designed with a purpose
in mind. Space left over after development,
without a function, is a wasted resource and
will detract from a place’s sense of identity. It is
likely to be abused and vandalised, diminishing
safety and security.

Streets and spaces that are overlooked allow natural
survelllance, feel safer and generally are safer.

- Buildings of all types which front on to streets,
squares or parks, contribute to overiooking by
showing their public face.

— Making separate footpaths or cycle tracks as
direct as possible, and well overiooked, will
help aveid producing places where pedestrians
and cydlists feel unsafe.

— There are advantages in play areas, other
communal space and parked cars being
overiooked.

— Living over shops encourages natural
supervision and evening activity.

— Lighting and planting can help or hinder
surveillance and perceptions of safety.

The design of public spaces should take account
of the micro-climate.

= The layout and massing of development should
take account of local climatic conditions,
including daylight and sunlight, wind,
temperature and frost pockets,

Qualita dello spazio pubblico — Quality of the public realm
Facilita di movimento — Ease of movement

The micro-dimate will both influence and be
influenced by the form of development,
including the orientation of buildings and the
degree of enclosure,

Public spaces should be protected from down-
draughts from tall buildings, as well as from
lateral winds,

Deciduous trees and dimbers can filtter heat and
pollution in summer and allow low winter sunlight.
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Boulevards ae & means of oealing contincs
fronlage development and providing a high
feel of trafic capaaity

= The traditienal farm af high srest. which
allivass, for shopping, parang and dow traflic
prosides an eflectiwe way of scoommodating

lacal shopping and economic actvity

A development’s nooess and eirculatdon should
CONLbULE 1D 3 ﬁht-tl‘ﬂll‘l nepwork of direct and
conmcted routes within and bepond the site
rather than creadng big blods.
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opping streels

SBireets that commect 1o olber sireels encourage
mavement and activity and short linked-up
slniats can makos places mone accssble and

encourage walleng sl opding

In de=igrimyg for cormescied dreets care should
e faken to avoid undemmining the ‘deferskie
ace’ of particulir neighbourhobdi

The way develeganent s sl out can encoarage
low waffic speeds.

Dievelppments should be desgned with regand
to their effeo on trafic pead

= Trafic ipstds can be managed by the smangement
o Ensldigs and spaces. Fryecal trafbc-Calming
e should be secondary bt considered
&5 &n integral part of the design
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Simple, robuse building forma, not tighdy
designed to a very particular use allow for the
greatest variety of possible future wses to be

accommodated

= Floorto-caling heghts and buldng depths
sheadd be congdered inthe light of the need
for fleabnlity to allow later corveraon of a

bulding to other uses

= Adaptable ground fioors on comers of busy
streets allow different uges to be
accommodated over tme

= ‘Whil-desipgred housing is adaptable (o the
changing needs of its ocoupants.
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Adaptability — Flessibilita
Diversity — Differenziazione

Places should be capable of being used for a
range of activities.

= ‘Wel-designed public spaces alow for different
uses, such as events, festrvals and markets

= Deslopment can be refated 1o the public realm
i ways that encourage rather than dicourags
fleable e of buldings and space. This can be
achisved through the imagratve e of dermerts
wuch as terraces, balconies and forecourts

= To encourige a mix of uses buldngs can be
desgred o a5 to fadlitate difierent sccess

arrangernerds al dfferent times

Developments that endure have flaxible kayours
and design

= Fine-grain development is easier to adapt than
large-scale megastructures

— Foads within a devsloprment whech are budt to
adoptable standards, rather than besng loded
into estate management agreements [wiich
il change), will allow a greater vaniety of
uses to be developed over time.

= The layout of the nfrastructure servdng
development (induding waler aupply, sewerae,
drarage. gas, electnaty, cable, tedephone,
roads, footpaths, cydewars and parks) ghould
take account of foresesable changes in
dermand,

= Budding to last mears thinking about fture
uses, exparaion and danging needs for access
For example, the location of means of escape
can faclitate a bulding’s later corverton, the
postion of the buillding on its Ste can affect
scope for expanzon, and Boorto-celing heights
are important in this contest,
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DIVERSITY
A ploce wath voriety and dhoce

Tie mix of uses (whether within a bulding, a streat
or an area) can help to determine how well-used
A place is and whal economic and social actraties
it wall suppOrL

A mix of ues may be appropriate at a varety

o seabes wathin 4 ull.!&r_ Towms o City. sttt i
nesghbowrhood or a street; or even in 2 particular
buding. In a town centre, for example, housng
can provide cuslomers for shops, make use of
Emply ace absres therm and penerate Actnaty
when they are dosed. In residential areas, workpiaces,
shops and other faclitees can make the place mome
than just a dormitory

Moeed use development can make the most of
opportunities for higher densities and intensve
activity at locations with good acoess to public
trandport. At higher dersities, [t can proside the
sort of ervmnment that will sut partioular kinds
of household, such as single or young people, or
couptes without children,
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