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Living Landscapes is the title of a series of seminars aimed at creating a scientific arena for 
arguing on contemporary research’s challenges related to landscapes as places to live-in, 
produced by living alongside planning practices. Each seminar has opened up a rich and 
interdisciplinary debate involving young and senior researchers, professors, activist, and 
professionals from different fields and disciplines. They have been offered the opportunity 
to reflect on contemporary living practices and the landscapes changing features, under a 
cross-cutting and trans-generations perspective. The idea of addressing seminars  towards 
such issues has come from the shared need to investigate the many living experiences 
evoked by contemporary landscapes features (sometimes ordinary, sometimes unknown) 
within a new viewpoint of spatial planning, including the idea of the making of territories 
through everyday practices.

Current global and local forces are reshaping physical and social urban and regional lan-
dscapes, and the relationship between their own defining features. There is evidence that 
over the past decades a far-reaching change has been taking place in the very nature of 
the urbanization processes along with the landscapes shapes. It might be defined as a shift 
from a metropolitan mode of urban development to a post-metropolitan era. It opens up a 
new discourse on the ongoing planning challenges such as policies to manage the emer-
ging issues on climate change and resilience; strategies to address a new approach on lan-
dscape planning that takes into account “beauty” in itself and “ordinary beauty” as a result 
of the everyday life practices; tools to include the “diversity” in the urban policy making, etc. 
The collection of papers presented in the following pages intends to provide a path for 
analysis and figuring out that might contribute both to the planning theory’s debate on lan-
dscape and to practices’ domain as well. It takes into account the contemporary debate 
on landscape planning and regional governance (ranging from the European question to 
other theoretical approaches), on living cultures and diversity, on housing and different way 
to live in the city (social housing; co-housing; self-build etc…); on the urban regeneration 
strategies and so on.
Basically all of the contributions and suggestions brought together in this anthology sug-
gest a plural and cross-cutting concept of landscape and build up on the traditional the-
ories. They include different meanings of landscape(s) and propose diverse planning per-
spectives. They give a picture of the contemporary research efforts of young and senior 
researchers on landscapes for living. 

Papers are grouped in eight sections: 
Living/Abitare 
Right to housing/Diritto all’abitare
Local housing/Abitare locale
Living-Moving through places/Abitare diffuso e abitare in movimento 
Living differences/Abitare le differenze 
Living bodies/Abitare i corpi 
Living the changing city/Abitare la città in trasformazione
Living territories/Abitare il territorio

Living Landscape. An introduction to the publication
Paesaggi Abitati. Un’introduzione alla pubblicazione
-./"00.%1&++*2&
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